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ff You Really Want God 


Many people today do not believe in the Christians’ God. They say, 
perhaps, that they find it difficult to believe. That may be true. But 
it may also be true that what they really find is that it is difficult to 
obey. To accept this God would mean making far more changes in 
their way of living than they are willing to consider. The problem is 
not in the mind but in the will. The first challenge of the Christian 
preacher to his hearers is to ask them whether they really want to know 
God or not. Those who are not sure of the answer to this question 
ought not to be surprised if their efforts to find God do not meet with 
any great success. {| There is an old story about a young man in India 
who went to a holy man sitting by the side of a river to ask him how 
he could find God. The holy man replied by picking the young man 
up and holding him under the waters of the river until he was nearly 
drowned. When at last set free, the young man naturally asked, ““Why 
did you do that?” The holy man replied, “When you long for God.as 
much as you longed for air just now when you were under the waters 
of the river, you will find him.”—-STEPHEN C. NEILL in The Christians’ 
God, just published by Association Press, New York, in the World 
Christian Books series. 














Letters to the Editors 





Dislikes Praise of Republican Leaders 





Propaganda Is Charged 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Whatever the duty of Christians to apply 
the standards of their religion to the con- 
duct of public affairs, it hardly seems the 
function of a church paper to furnish any 
set of politicians with free advertising. 
Yet Wilbur LaRoe contrives in a single 
column, that of July 25, to laud President 
Eisenhower, Secretaries Dulles and Wil- 
son, and “Senator George, who has been 
growing in stature ...so much that he 
influences some of the policies of a Re- 
publican Administration.” 

The praise for Mr. Wilson is on a ques- 
tion having no visible connection with 
Christian morals or beliefs. As for our 
Presbyterian President and Secretary of 
State, “we may rejoice that Cabinet meet- 
ings are opened with prayer and that a 
sturdy morality is being built into our 
international relations.” The implication 
is pretty strong that this morality wasn’t 
there before. 

Those who judge the ethics of an ad- 
ministration by its deeds rather than its 
professions may be permitted to doubt that 
“a sturdy morality” is more conspicuous 
under Messrs. Eisenhower and Dulles than 
under the Baptist President Truman and 
the Episcopalian Secretary Acheson. If 
THE OUTLOOK is going in for political con- 
troversy, it might be well to balance Mr. 
LaRoe with a columnist less impressed by 
the public prayerfulness of public men. 
Otherwise, it may be necessary to choose 
between his column, as presently slanted, 
and those readers who feel that they get 
enough Republican propaganda from the 
secular press. 

JoserpH H. Harrison, Jr. 
Richmond, Va. 


e@ NOTE—The LaRoe column arrives 
almost paragraph-by-paragraph and this 
material is set in type usually without 
regard for connecting ideas between 
paragraphs. The fact that the four items 
mentioned above appeared together was 
sheer coincidence.—Editors. 


For Church Members Only 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


These comments on a matter of eccle- 
siastical procedure concern something that 
may seem quite elemental to most of your 
ministerial readers, but about which I 
have recently discovered an unexpected 
difference of opinion. 

At a recent meeting of presbytery, dur- 
ing the course of an examination of can- 
didates for licensure, it was indicated by 
several ministers of long experience that 
they thought it perfectly permissible to 
invite to the Lord’s Supper all who repent 
of their sins and believe in Christ without 
reference to church membership. 

Is it possible that this erroneous prac- 
tice is widespread in our church? Surely 
the privilege of coming to the Lord’s 
Table is reserved for those who have been 
“admitted to the sealing ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper” by the Session. (See 
B. C. O., Chapter XI). The apparent in- 
tent of the rather general invitation al- 
lowed in Chapter XII, par. 366 is obviously 
to make it clear that all professing Chris- 


tians of other evangelical churches are 
also invited. 

Dr. Stuart Oglesby is undoubtedly cor- 
rect when he states in his excellent little 
book, Becoming a Member of the Presby- 
terian Church, that the Lord’s Supper is 
something ‘‘to which only members of the 
church are admitted.” 

J. MALCOLM MuRCHISON. 
Concord, N. C. 


Philippine Losses 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Foreign Claims Settlement Com- 
mission appeals to all news media to pub- 
licize the fact that all United States citi- 
zens and companies who lost bank ac- 
counts or other credits through seques- 
tration by the Japanese in the Philippines 
during World War II, are entitled to be 
compensated for such losses. Letters in- 
dicating an intention to apply for this 
benefit must be mailed to the Commission 
at its offices prior to midnight, August 31, 
1955, to qualify the senders to receive the 
reimbursement provided for by law. 

ForEIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION. 
7th & E St., N. W., Washington 25, D.C. 


This We Appreciate 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Enclosed find check for my subscription 
to THE OUTLOOK. 

My subscription is overdue, I know, 
but after reading in the (date) issue a 
letter by (name), I decided I would not 
renew my subscription. 

On further thought I decided that was 
just one man’s opinion. 

I do want all the church news you give 


us, oo I will just akip Mr. .......- ’s next 
letter and enjoy the rest of the paper. 
KENTUCKY. 


e This spirit is one THE OUTLOOK 
steadfastly encourages. We do not expect 
everybody to agree with everybody. We 
do not agree with everything that appears 
in these columns ourselves, but we do 
want to know what other people are think- 
ing and saying and we are glad to have 
different points of view expressed here. 
For the maturity of our readers who share 
the spirit expressed above, we are deeply 
grateful. 

@ @ To satisfy our readers’ curiosity, 
let us tell you that the letter in question 
was one upholding segregation, though 
there was a touch of sarcasm in it.—EDI- 
TORS. 


Bible Mastery Month: Titus 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


For 25 years the Bible Mastery Month 
has proven to be a great blessing to Chris- 
tian people all over the world. The 26th 
campaign will be held this coming October. 
The campaign is simple yet powerful. 
Simple—because all that is involved is 
getting people to read a book of the Bible 
through daily during the month of Oc- 
tober. Powerful—because they are read- 
ing the Word of the Living God which is 
“powerful and sharper than any two-edged 
sword.” 

Bible Mastery Month began in the Pres- 
bytery of Seattle and has spread across 


our nation, for there have been readers 
in every state. Last year there were also 
readers in five provinces of Canada and 
14 foreign countries. It is officially pro- 
moted throughout some denominations 
and by multitudes of individual churches. 
Thousands of people join in the reading. 
Last year those who partipicated in the 
Bible Mastery reading were members of 
41 denominations. 


Titus is the book chosen for October, 
1955. This wonderful letter from the pen 
of the Apostle Paul to his friend and co- 
laborer, Titus, is rich with blessing for 
all who will thoughtfully read and re-read 
and read again its message. From pul- 
pits around the world, people will be chal- 
lenged to read the three short chapters 
of this book daily, and many messages dur- 
ing October will be based on the precious 
truth in this inspired letter. Many indi- 
viduals will speak to their friends and ask 
them to join in the daily reading of Titus. 
Multitudes will carry with them in pocket 
or purse the small scripture portion con- 
taining Titus made available by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and these will be read 
while riding to or from work or during 
the lunch hour. 

Dwight L. Moody, James M. Gray, G. 
Campbell Morgan, and many other out- 
standing men of God testify as to the 
blessing they personally have received 
from reading, not just books about the 
Bible, but the Bible itself and particularly 
the repeated reading of a certain portion 
until the reader not only gets a grip upon 
the truth revealed therein, but the truth 
gets a grip upon the reader. Most of the 
reading of the Bible is like a “snapshot” 
when what is needed is a “time exposure.” 

A four-page leaflet, a committal card, 
and a Bible bookmark may be secured 
without charge by anyone who will re- 
quest it and enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope. Quantities of this material may 
be obtained at a minimum cost for use 
by denominations, churches, Bible classes, 
Sunday schools or for individuals. For 
further information, write to the under- 
signed. 

CHARLES HOFFMEISTER. 
3601 Calif. Ave., Seattle 16, Wash. 


e NOTE—Mr. Hoffmeister, pastor of 
Seattle’s West Side Presbyterian Church, 
is now to carry on the annual program 
originated and conducted for 25 years 
by C. J. Boppell. For October, 1956, the 
book will be 1 Corinthians. 


Think of Future 


. I like THE OUTLOOK as a church 
paper, especially for your stand on church 
union. I belong to a Southern family of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and feel 
proud of that fact. The John N. Waddel 
family were my paternal ancestors. I do 
not, however, take the stand that some of 
the Southern church people take. 

I believe church union is necessary if 
we are to move forward as a church. The 
time has come when we must think of 
future generations and forget past tradi- 
tions and prejudices. We are in God’s 
army and not fighting political strifes. 
Let us pray for union of all three churches, 
that we “might be one.” 

To you I say Amen to your editorials 
and news columns for a united church. 
Let us pray that the day will come, in 
our lifetime, when union will be realized. 

JoHN W. ALLEN. 
Caledonia, Mo. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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CLEVELAND CONVENTION [JSA Women Leaders Take 
Stand Favoring Ordination 


Sunday Schools Need 
To Make Important 
Changes, Leader Says 


Lutheran Secretary Points 
To “Too Many Inadequacies” 

CLEVELAND, O. (RNS) — American 
Sunday schools and their teachers were 
“judged and found wanting” here by a 
high-ranking Lutheran clergyman. 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of New York, 
secretary of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, said that although he found 
much to be praised in church schools, 
“there is still too much heartbreak in the 
inadequacies of our materials, means and 
methods.” 

He addressed the 23rd International 
Sunday School Convention sponsored by 
the National Council of Churches and 
the Canadian Council of Churches. 

While Christian congregations in the 
U.S. spent an estimated $300,000 last 
year to erect, expand and improve their 
Christian education facilities, Dr. Rein- 
artz said, ‘we still rely too much upon 
the bedlam of the one-room ‘Chinese’ 
school to produce the wonder and glory 
of Christian discipleship.” 

He cited a report recently printed in 
a Methodist publication charging that 
only one American in five is a church 
school member and that 28,000,000 chil- 
dren, 22,000,000 youth and 73,000,000 
adults “are not being reached by Chris- 
tian teaching.” 

“Probably as great a deterrent as any 
to an increased enrollment in our schools 
and the exercise of an expanding social 
influence,” the Lutheran official said, ‘‘is 
their tragic incapacity to accept the new- 
comer into fullest fellowship. 

“What an affront to the whole redemp- 
tive ideals of the founders of the Sunday 
school movement are our shameless ex- 
clusiveness and our 1955 social, educa- 
tional, national, cultural and industrial 
segregations.” 


Three Charges Made 

He made these specific charges against 
Sunday schools: 

1. They do not “typically appraise the 
worth of a person in a way comparable to 
the value at which Christ prices each and 
every soul.” 

2. Their “whole theology tends to be 
shallow and confused.” 

3. They “do not reckon with the 


Presbyterian, USA, women leaders 
want to make clear how they feel about 
the ordination of women to the ministry. 


With the issue placed for decision be- 
fore the presbyteries, many of the argu- 
ments during the fall and winter will 
refer to what women themselves think 
about the idea. Therefore, the National 
Council of Presbyterian Women’s Organ- 
izations formulated a declaration to make 
it clear that the decision should not be 
based upon “what some ministers fear 
will result or what ‘women want,’ but 
what God wills for the life of an indi- 
vidual.” 

While they feel that not many women 
would desire to be ministers, they say 
that in the church there should be no bar- 
rier based on such distinctions. Their 
statement follows: 


“The Executive Committee of the Na- 
tional Council of Presbyterian Women’s 
Organizations has noted with satisfaction 
that an overture amending Chapter IV, 
Section I, of the Form of Government, per- 
mitting the ordination of women to the 
gospel ministry, has been proposed by the 
167th General Assembly to the presby- 
teries for action. The importance of this 
matter invites the intelligent and prayer- 
ful concern of all church members, even 


SYNOD ROUNDUP 





though the responsibility of decision rests 
with the judicatories of the church. 

“We have confidence that a sound theo- 
logical basis has been established for the 
consideration of this issue in the studies 
of the special committee of the General 
Assembly. Therefore, it would be regret- 
table if any appraisal of this issue is based 
on insufficient study or an inadequate rec- 
ognition of the spiritual sensitivity or 
particular ability of womanhood. The is- 
sue is not the question of what some min- 
isters fear will result or what “women 
want,” but what God wills for the life of 
an individual person. We believe that our 
church is enriched as it receives the varied 
ministries of many kinds of persons, all 
working together for the glory of Jesus 
Christ and his Kingdom. 

‘We recognize that many vocations are 
now open for women in our church but 
point out that the opportunity presented 
by this overture might stimulate higher 
standards and more thorough preparation 
for them. We feel that the experience of 
women in professional church service 
would make a real contribution to the de- 
liberation of the judicatories which in 
their corporate action constitute the au- 
thority of our church. 

“Although it is unlikely that many 
would respond to the particular calling 
which demands ordination, we covet for 
the Presbyterian Church the service of 
any who are so led by God’s Spirit and 
whose qualifications meet the high level 
already set by the ministry of our church.” 


Two Synods End Support 
Of Columbus Orphanage 


The long-standing disagreement about 
the orphans’ home of the Synods of Mis- 
sissippi and Louisiana at Columbus, 
Miss., has resulted in a complete break 
with the Palmer Orphanage by the synods 
and the prospect of a new program of 
child care somewhat like that in the 
Synod of Texas. 


With ownership and control strings 





strength of the individual and social re- 
sistance to righteousness and count in- 
sufficiently on the active aid of God.” 
Dr. Reinartz said the Sunday and 
weekday schools should be “brought to 
court” at intervals—just as are the pub- 
lic press, political parties and social plan- 
ners—and “‘tried on their performance as 
sentinels of community righteousness.” 


attached to the orphanage, the Columbus 
church has exercised what members of 
the synods have considered to be a pro- 
prietary right in the institution, refusing 
to consider requests of the synods in re- 
gard to major policies of the home. 
Although the Synod of Mississippi 
asked the Columbus church last year to 
relinquish its control, it has refused to 
do so. Therefore, committees in both 
synods recommended, and approval by 
the synods was virtually unanimous, that 
the relationship be completely severed and 
new arrangements be planned. Mean- 
while, the synods say, they will continue 
to meet obligations to the children in- 
volved as long as this may be necessary. 
Benevolences from the synods will be 
terminated as of January 1, 1956, with 








the expectation that by a year later the 
relationship can be concluded. Ad in- 
terim committees are planning future 
steps. In consultation with authorities 
in the field of child care they have con- 
cluded that “the trend in child care 
today is away from a strictly institu- 
tional type of program.” Their future 
plans, they say, should include: 

“(1) An institution as the base of op- 
erations for the entire program; (2) fos- 
ter home care; and later (3) adoption, 
provided it can be worked out legally. ... 
Also a good family counseling service.” 


The synods have considered the pos- 
sibilities of operating separate programs, 
combined programs, and of uniting with 
the Synod of Arkansas where they find 
a welcome approach to a program based 
on the recommendations of child care stu- 
dents. 


Mississippi 

Other actions by the Synod of Mis- 
sissippi (see above) included: Election 
of G. T. Gillespie to the Assembly’s new 
committee on Interchurch Relations. Dr. 
Gillespie served on the former commit- 
tee on Cooperation and Union where he 
was one of the two members opposed to 
union. 

Orrick Metcalfe, Natchez layman, was 
named to represent the synod at the Phil- 
adelphia celebration of the organization 
of the first presbytery next year. 


Young people of the Presbyterian 
Churches, U. S. and USA, in East Mis- 
sissippi participated in a joint confer- 
ence recently with leadership from both 
churches. About 65 were in the camp 
at Wrenwoode, near Amory. At the close 
of the week they voted to seek to continue 
holding it as a united undertaking. 


Louisiana 


In addition to significant action in 
regard to Palmer Orphanage in Missis- 
sippi and its future child-care program 
(see above), the Synod of Louisiana took 
the following steps at its summer meet- 
ing: 

Planned and encouraged celebration 
next year in synod and presbyteries of 
the 250th anniversary of the first presby- 
tery in America. John S. Land, New 
Orleans pastor, was named to represent 
the synod at the Philadelphia Assembly. 

Wade H. Boggs, Moderator of the U.S. 
Assembly last year, was named by the 
synod as its representative on the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Interchurch Re- 
lations. 

O. M. Anderson, Bastrop pastor, was 
synod’s Moderator, succeeding G. M. Tal- 
mage, New Orleans elder. 

Also in connection with the 1956 synod 
meeting, it was authorized that appro- 
priate recognition be made of the 100th 


4 


anniversary of the birth of Woodrow 
Wilson. 


Arkansas 


T. B. Hay, Little Rock pastor, was 
succeeded as Moderator of the Synod of 
Arkansas by Judge James H. Pilkinton. 
J. W. Bryson of Pine Bluff is Moderator- 
in-nomination for next year. The meet- 
ing will be in Eldorado. 

Major actions of the synod included 
plans for increased financial support for 
synod institutions: Arkansas College, 
with a $500,000 campaign authorized, 
and added help for the Vera Lloyd Home 
in Monticello and Caddo Valley Academy 
in Norman. 


Alabama 


The summer meeting of the Synod of 
Alabama was termed by attendants as 
“the most placid and uneventful meeting 
of that body in years.” All actions were 
routine except approval of a $400,000 
campaign for Southwestern at Memphis 
and Louisville Seminary scheduled for 
this fall. 

Roland Sims, Anniston pastor and the 
retiring Moderator, was named to the 
Assembly’s new Committee on Inter- 
church Relations. Archie C. Smith, At- 
lanta, Ga., assistant to the Stated Clerk, 
will represent the synod at the Philadel- 
phia Assembly next year. J. C. Frist, 
Mobile pastor, is Moderator-in-nomina- 
tion. 


Appalachia 


Meeting at Rogersville, Tenn., the 
synod was told that, as is usually the 
case, Appalachia was the leading south- 
ern synod in per capita gifts to benevo- 
lences during the previous year: $23.13, 
a gain of $4.83. The synod ranked fifth 
in total per capita gifts. 

The endowment and equipment fund 
campaign for $1,000,000 for King Col- 
lege was reported at approximately $850,- 
000 in pledges and gifts. 

On the matter of admitting Negroes to 
the college, this resolution was adopted: 
“The synod does not, at this time, coun- 
sel the admission of Negroes to King 
College, but expresses its willingness that 
they should be admitted, if and when that 
step seems needed and wise.” 

These columns have already reported 
adoption by the synod of the paper con- 
demning segregation which it said has 
never been an approved policy of the 
church (OvTLOOK, July 18). 

A. E. Dallas, Knoxville pastor, was 
named Moderator. R. E. Kell, Bristol 
layman, was elected to the Assembly’s 
committee on Interchurch Relations. D. 
R. Greenhoe, Sweetwater, was appointed 
to represent the synod at the Philadelphia 
Assembly next year. 

Next year’s meeting will be June 26 
at the Lookout Mountain church. 


Greek Lay Preacher 
Acquitted of Charges 


ATHENS (RNS)—Prof. Spiros Kouris, 
a Greek Orthodox lay preacher and Eng- 
lish instructor, was acquitted of charges 
of heresy by Athens Court (OUTLOOK, 
July 18). 

The charges were based on his author- 
ship of A Message to Parents, a book 
widely distributed here although it was 
judged ‘“anti-Orthodox” by the Holy 
Synod of the Orthodox Church in Greece. 

According to testimony at the trial, the 
volume attacks the church for allegedly 
“putting tradition above the Bible” and 
calls upon the Greek government to elim- 
inate all religious books from the schools 
except the Bible. 

Metropolitan Kallinikos Charalam- 
bakis of Kassandrea, testifying as the 
representative of the Holy Synod, told 
the court the volume showed Prof. Kouris’ 
“lack of adequate theological education.” 


Presbyterian Youth Group 
Visiting from Ireland 


BELFAST, No. IRELAND (RNS)—Seven 
young Irish Presbyterians are on a six- 
weeks tour of the United States at the 
invitation of the British-American Youth 
Fellowship. They are scheduled to visit 
Rochester, N. Y., Pittsburgh and Phila- 
delphia, Pa., Washington, D. C., and 
New York City. 

The five girls and two boys were se- 
lected for the trip by the youth commit- 
tee of the Presbyterian ‘Church in Ire- 
land on the basis of their contribution to 
youth welfare in their own congregations. 
Four of the young people are from Bel- 
fast and one each from Dublin, London- 
derry and Larne. 


Miss Applegarth Named 
For Upper Room Award 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (RNS) — Margaret 
T. Applegarth of New York City, author 
of some 30 devotional and other books, 
has been named 1955 winner of the Upper 
Room Award for World Christian Fel- 
lowship. 

She is the first woman to be so hon- 
ored, previous winners having been the 
late John R. Mott, who was cited twice, 
Frank C. Laubach, Jesse M. Bader, John 
A. Mackay, and Bishop Ralph S. Cush- 
man. 

The citation will be presented to Miss 
Applegarth sometime in the fall. 

Each year the publication, produced 
under Methodist sponsorship, issues a 
special World Christian Fellowship edi- 
tion in the fall which includes medita- 
tions provided by Christians of many 
lands. Miss Applegarth will contribute 
to the 1955 special issue. 
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@ A Southern Baptist professor looks at the 
Supreme Court decision on segregation 


No Legal Escape from Desegregation 


NUMBER of people have become 

vigorous in advocating defiance of 
the Supreme Court rulings that segrega- 
tion in the public schools is unconstitu- 
tional. They are seeking ways to avoid 
compliance with the rulings and they are 
encouraging the white people of the states 
where segregation is now practiced to find 
ways to preserve the practice. Some of 
these pecple are in positions of influence 
and power, and for this reason many citi- 
zens who would not think of disobeying 
the laws of this nation are being led un- 
knowingly into a position of contempt for 
the Constitution. It becomes necessary, 
therefore, that law-abiding citizens be in- 
formed that wilful disobedience of the 
Supreme Court rulings is open defiance 
of the Constitution. 


1. Alleged Bases for Defying the 
Supreme Court Ruling 


The line that is being followed by the 
people who wish to escape the rulings of 
the Supreme Court is not hard to deter- 
mine. They are seeking to discredit the 
Court itself and make it appear that the 
Court has acted contrary to the laws, 
customs, and desires of the people of the 
United States and that citizens are being 
patriotic to defy its rulings. They are 
sparing nothing in vilifying the Court, 
even to the extent of claiming that its 
members have been captured by Com- 
munism. This line is readily illustrated 
from such documents as the editorial in 
the Richmond, Virginia, News Leader of 
June 1, 1955, and Senator James O. 
Eastland’s address in the Senate of the 
United States on May 26, 1955, which 
was privately circulated as well as print- 
ed in the Congressional Record. 

Senator Eastland of Mississippi was 
particularly contemptuous in his vilifi- 
cation of the Supreme Court. He charged 
that the Supreme Court ruling of May 
17, 1954, was based 
not upon the law but upon the writings and 
teachings of pro-Communist agitators and 
people who have a long record of affilia- 
tion with anti-American causes and with 
agitators who are part and parcel of the 


Communist conspiracy to destroy our 
country. 


He also charged that the Court over- 
reached its authority and undermined 
American jurisprudence. He said: 


What the Bar and the people of the 
United States are slow to realize is that 


DR. RANSON, who is professor of Christian 
ethics at Louisville’s Southern Baptist Sem- 
inary, was requested to discuss this topic by 
the editors of the Reiigious Herald. The 
article appears here through the courtesy of 
the Herald. 
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By GUY H. RANSON 


in the rendition of the opinion on the 
school segregation cases the entire basis 
of American jurisprudence was swept 
away. There is only one other com- 
parable system of jurisprudence which is 
based upon the winds of vacillating, po- 
litical, and pseudo-scientific opinion—the 
People’s Courts of Soviet Russia. 


He contended that 


From the beginning of the Republic, the 
judiciary, the Congress, the executive 
branch of the Government, and all the 
States have recognized that a State has 
the power under the Constitution to seg- 
regate children in its schools because of 
race: the Supreme Court of the United 
States has consistently so held through- 
out the years. Any person is credulous 
indeed to believe that Southern people 
will permit all this to be swept aside by a 
Court who relies for its authority not 
upon the law but upon pro-Communist 
agitators and enemies of our system of 
government. 


While the News Leader editorial, un- 
like Senator Eastland, did not charge 
that the Supreme Court was Communist- 
inspired, it did accuse it of seeking to 
impose “its racial revolution upon the 
South” and charged that 

In May of 1954 that inept fraternity of 
politicians and professors known as the 
United States Supreme Court chose to 
throw away the established law. These 
nine men repudiated the Constitution, spit 
upon the tenth amendment, and rewrote 
the fundamental law of this land to suit 
their own gauzy concepts of sociology. 

The News Leader chose, as it said, not 
“to defy the court openly and notorious- 
ly,” but “to accept the court’s decision 
and to combat it by legal means.” This 
“is to enter upon a long course of lawful 
resistance . . . to seek at the polls and in 
the halls of legislative bodies every pos- 
sible lawful means to overcome or cir- 
cumvent the court’s requirements.” The 
News Leader maintained that the ‘‘opin- 
ion of the Supreme Court ended nothing. 
It changed nothing.” It contended that 
defiance of the Court could be lawful and 
would not really be contemptuous of the 
laws of the nation, because “If it be said 
now that the South is flouting the law, 
let it be said to the high court, You taught 
us how.” 


2. Reasons for Complying with the 
Supreme Court Rulings 


The charges that are made and the im- 
pressions that are created by the attack 
upon the Supreme Court must be cor- 
rected and the reasons given as to why 
citizens are obligated to comply with the 
Supreme Court rulings. 


1. It must be pointed out that the Su- 
preme Court did not overreach its author- 
ity in the segregation cases, but that it 
simply performed the kind of function for 
which it was created by the United States. 
The Supreme Court was created in order 
that we might have a final court of ap- 
peals and a highest authority for inter- 
preting the meaning and application of 
the Constitution and the laws of the land. 

2. The Supreme Court based its rulings 
in the segregation cases upon the express 
words of the Fourteenth Amendment of 
1868 and the Supreme Court rulings con- 
cerning that Amendment soon after its 
enactment. This is very easily deter- 
mined from the text and notes of the rul- 
ing of May 17, 1954. 

3. The Supreme Court did not act con- 
trary to established federal law in the 
segregation cases, but simply ruled that 
established constitutional law must be 
applied in its relation to segregation in 
the public schools. It has never been a 
federal law either to establish or to per- 
mit segregation in public schools. Seg- 
regation had been established by state 
laws in a number of states, but these laws 
had never specifically been ruled valid 
according to federal law. The segrega- 
tion cases were taken to the Supreme 
Court to determine whether or not the 
state laws on segregation were consistent 
with the Fourteenth Amendment. The 
Supreme Court found that such state laws 
were contrary to that amendment and 
were therefore invalid. The idea that 
“separate but equal” with regard to pub- 
lic schools had been established by fed- 
eral law was exploded as a fiction. This 
is adequately explained in the Supreme 
Court ruling of May 17, 1954. 


Disagreement Is Not Enough 


4. Disagreement with the rulings of the 
Supreme Court is not sufficient grounds 
for defying the Court, because its rulings 
are binding upon all citizens. The rulings 
of the Supreme Court concerning the ap- 
plication of the Fourteenth Amendment 
became the official and authoritative in- 
terpretation of that amendment and as 
such are as binding upon citizens as any 
other part of the Constitution. Further- 
more, the full power of the United States 
for enforcement of the law stands behind 
the Supreme Court rulings. The attempt 
to make it appear that the Supreme Court 
ruling about segregation in the public 
schools is the mere “opinion” of an 
“inept fraternity of politicians and pro- 
fessors” is bound to fail. 


5. There is no reason to believe that 








members of the Supreme Court are play- 
ing politics, but there is every reason to 
believe that they are able jurists who have 
based their rulings upon the established 
law of the land. It is not without signi- 
ficance that both the rulings of May 17, 
1954, and May 31, 1955, were unanimous 
even though they were rendered by per- 
sons who were appointed by Presidents 
representing both major political parties, 
who came from all parts of the nation, 
and who hold widely differing social and 
political theories. Some of the justices 
are from the South and all of them are 
familiar with segregation from daily ex- 
periences in Washington, D. C., and the 
surrounding territory of Virginia and 
Maryland. Furthermore, the Supreme 
Court justices have followed the long- 
established custom of justices in not using 
their offices to gain political preferment. 

6. The Supreme Court rulings are con- 
sistent with Christian and democratic 
principles. If the persons who bring the 
charge that the Supreme Court is under 
Communist influence are really serious 
in making it, then they have the obliga- 
tion not of appealing to public sentiment 
alone, but of presenting evidence to sup- 
port their charge to proper government 
agencies, such as the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Senate Committee 
on Un-American Activities. The doc- 
trine of equality is an inherent part of 
both Christianity and American democ- 
racy. Both the New Testament and the 
Declaration of Independence affirm the 
God-given right of every individual to the 
opportunities which are essential to the 
full development of character and the ex- 
ercise of control over one’s own destiny. 


Not Contrary to Majority 

7. The Supreme Court rulings are not 
contrary to the will of the majority of 
the American people, because segregation 
in the public schools would almost surely 
be banned if it were voted upon either 
by the federal legislature or. the populace 
as a whole. Is not the fact that a major- 
ity of states prohibit segregation a good 
index to the wishes of the majority of the 
people? Opponents of the Supreme Court 
rulings have addressed the people of the 
South with the assumption that practical- 
ly all of the people of the South favor 
segregation. Perhaps it is well to point 
out that the laws which established seg- 
regation in southern states were passed 
at times when the Negro citizens of those 
states could not exercise a right to vote. 
It is entirely possible that many southern 
states would now abandon segregation 
if the. decision were dependent upon the 
popular vote of both white and Negro 
citizens. Furthermore, segregation is not 
supported by the majority of the white 
people of the South. The people who are 
seeking to stir up rebellion against the 
Constitution must be made to understand 
that not many of the people of the South 
are in sympathy with their ideas. 


6 


8. The people who took the segregation 
cases to the Supreme Court were not seek- 
ing primarily to stir up trouble, but those 
who are now vilifying the Court and in- 
viting the general populace to defy the 
Constitution are the troublemakers. The 
people who took the cases to the Supreme 
Court based their appeal upon the Con- 
stitution rather than inflammatory lan- 
guage. They used the proper channels, 
the Federal Courts, as provided by law 
rather than appeal to prejudices. 

9. The Supreme Court ruling cannot 
be escaped legally, because the Court it- 
self anticipated such action and precluded 
it in words whose meaning cannot be mis- 
understood. “Lawful resistance’’ to the 
Supreme Court rulings does not include 
the deliberate attempt to defy the Court. 
The Supreme Court ruled that Negroes 
must be admitted “to public schools as 
soon as practicable on a non-discriminat- 
ing basis.” It recognized “fa variety of 
obstacles in making the transition” and 
allowed a reasonable time for removal 
of those obstacles. The News Leader 
seized upon this and said, “There are 
those of us who would respond that ‘as 
soon as practicable’ means never at all.” 

Such an interpretation was carefully 
avoided by the Court when the schools 
were directed to “make a prompt and 
reasonable start toward full compliance,” 
with the warning that “the constitutional 
principles cannot be allowed to yield sim- 
ply because of disagreement with them.” 
Furthermore, it ruled that delays shall be 
permitted only where they are “consistent 
with good-faith compliance at the earliest 
practicable date.” The court then directed 


that “courts of equity” shall have juris- 
diction in seeing that the schools pro- 
ceed in good faith toward complete inte- 


gration. jf 


Should Defend the Court 

Citizens of the United States who be- 
lieve in the nation which established the 
Supreme Court as the highest tribunal 
should defend the Court against those 
who attack it and seek to undermine its 
authority. As American citizens we must 
say firmly and determine resolutely that 
we will comply with the law respecting 
integration as long as it is the law. We 
must not be led into revolutionary activity 
by those who resort to the method of in- 
citing rebellion to achieve illegal pur- 
poses. They have the regular democratic 
processes of the United States to achieve 
their wishes, and we must insist that they 
either use these processe or use none at 
all. This is an ordered democratic gov- 
ernment which allows new laws to be 
enacted or old ones to be changed when- 
ever the majority of the people desire such 
actions. However, it requires that such 
actions be channeled through the legis- 
lature. Opponents of the Supreme Court 
rulings have the right to seek either to 
change the Constitution upon which rul- 
ings were based or to enact federal legis- 
lation specifically permitting segregation, 
but they do not have the legal right to 
defy the rulings. They should recognize 
the right of anyone to disagree with the 
Court, to be sure, but they should point 
out to them that they do not have the 
right to rebel against it. To do this is 
to violate the Constitution. 


RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS BRING JOY 


The music is so persistent that read- 
ing the New Testament is like being in 
a bird sanctuary on a spring morning, it 
has been said. It is a book of sorrows 
but it is a song of jubilation. The early 
Christians had more than their share of 
troubles. Their faith and habits of life 
made them seem queer, they were sus- 
pected and feared and intermittently were 
persecuted. Most of them were poor in 
this world’s goods and few were the earth- 
ly honors heaped on them. For the most 
part they were simple folk, not burdened 
with learning and not spoiled by lux- 
uries. They shared the common lot of 
grief and bereavement and frustration. 

Their joy poured forth from relation- 
ships, they were obedient to the heavenly 
vision, they thrilled at the thought of 
the nearness of their living Lord, and of 
them it was said, “Behold, how these 
Christians love one another.” They had 
found in their own experience that noth- 
ing could separate them from the love of 


Living with Peace of Mind 


God, absolutely nothing. They were en- 
raptured by hope, the lively expectation 
of the imminent return of Christ in the 
body, and the anticipation of endless life 
in the age to come. 


They remembered the words of the 
Lord, “Fear not, it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” They 
lived by the promise, ‘These things have 
I spoken to you that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be full.” They 
had learned in whatever state they were, 
to be content, through his power which 
was sufficient for all their needs. 


They assured one another, “May you 
be strengthened with all power, according 
to his glorious might, for all endurance 
and patience with joy, giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified us to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in light, 
and has delivered us from the dominion 
of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son.” 


. . . by Kirby Page 
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IS FAMILY LIMITATION CHRISTIAN? 


By JOHN G. 


NE of our readers, a God-fearing 

man, has sent me a most interesting 
letter embodying a question common to 
every married couple, Catholic or Protes- 
tant. 

This man has a happy home; four 
children; his income is relatively small, 
and to give the children all they need his 
wife has made many sacrifices. They 
“have great happiness in their children 
for whom they often thank God.” 

But the wife does not feel that she 
could face another pregnancy; the burden 
is just as much as she can bear. Their 
wise doctor advised the use of contracep- 
tives. Alas! the husband has developed 
“a very strong conviction that this prac- 
tice is not in line with the will of God.” 
Hence his desire for guidance. 


Two Questions 

The question really breaks up into two: 
How far are Christians justified in limit- 
ing their families? And if justified 
which methods are permissible to the 
Christian consciences ? 

The Roman Catholic Church permits 
birth control, but the only method allowed 
is indulgence during what are called the 
“safe periods.” These “safe periods,” 
however, are very doubtful. Other 
churches are anything but helpful on 
this vital problem of conscience. 

I can, without qualification, say that 
more marriages, which seemed so prom- 
ising, have broken on this rock than on 
any other. The fear, conscious or un- 
conscious, of another pregnancy can make 
a wife inaccessible; it can produce self- 
defence physical and mental symptoms 
of a distressing kind in both husband 
and wife; the unsatisfied impulses can 
lead to promiscuity in thought and deed, 
or a regression to pre-marital habits. 

Both as psychologist and Christian I 
cannot think that God meant a woman 
to bear children beyond her strength; nor 
can he desire the birth of unwanted chil- 
dren. I could give many, many illustra- 
tions of the evil psychological effects of 
being unwanted upon children: in many 
instances they are deprived of affection 
—the one vital thing they need. 


Lust vs. Love 

Why is the church so reluctant to give 
sure guidance here? Is it not because 
the church has never learned to differen- 
tiate between lust and love? ‘True mari- 
tal relations are as much stimulated by 
the love of one for the other as actual 
physiological needs. Not by a long way 
is every sexual act a lustful act. 





THIS article appears here through the 
courtesy of The British Weekly. 
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It is not because marital relations can 
lead to procreation that makes them sacra- 
mental; but because they are the physical 
means of deepening the spiritual rela- 
tions between husband and wife and are 
part of the “help and comfort that the 
one ought to have of the other.” To re- 
duce these relations to the procreation of 
children is to animalize them. 

What the church can rightly condemn 
is the use of contraceptives in order to 
have lustful pleasure, without love or 
responsibility. There is no such desire 
on the part of our questioner or indeed 
of the many to whom the whole question 
is crucially relevant. 

But I shall be asked: Why not advise 
abstinence? Abstinence can be compara- 
tively easy to a bachelor or spinster; for 
they have not the continuous stimulus of 
the loved one to reinforce the physiologi- 
cal need. Even with them the amount of 


self-control needed is more than they can 
sometimes bear. 

The psychological law is: Impulses or 
desires unsatisfied in reality tend to create 
their objects in phantasy. Unsatisfied 
impulses here can lead to a soul-exhaust- 
ing fight with a corrupted imagination, 
to say nothing of actual temptation. 


Obedience to Conscience 

Every man must obey his conscience 
here. But let us not forget that the con- 
science can be misinformed about God’s 
will; and the feeling against contracep- 
tives may be the outcome of a confusion 
between a lustful act and an experience 
of love. When we have got all the chil- 
dren our economic and physical strength 
can rear we still need to express our phys- 
iological and spiritual need one for the 
other. 

The use of contraceptives is not neces- 
sarily motivated by lustful desire; on the 
contrary, it may be motivated by the 
love a man has for his wife, and for the 
children he has. Hence it seems to me 


that it cannot be contrary to the will of 
God. 


IMAGINE! 


APHNE, to my beloved cousin Bea- 
trix in Rome. Greetings. 

Here in Colosse we are quite disturbed 
by the actions of Philemon, your friend 
and ours. As you know, he became a 
Christian. That was bad enough, but 
now he is carrying things too far. Of 
course, you remember his slave, Onesi- 
mus, the one who instructed your children 
in mathematics and Greek while you were 
here. Well, recently Onesimus ran away. 
When he returned voluntarily, he brought 
a letter from one Paul, the leader of the 
Christians, who is now a common pris- 
oner there in Rome. This jail-bird, Paul, 
begged the noble Philemon to accept a 
run-away slave, Onesimus, “not now as 
a servant but as a brother beloved.” And 
Philemon took him literally and has done 
it! First, Onesimus was set free. And 
now that he is free, Onesimus is treated 
as one of the family. Philemon has re- 
tained him as a teacher for his daughters, 
and this ex-slave is treated as a social 
equal, actually eating at the table with 
the rest of the family! Imagine! The 
next thing you know Onesimus will be 
marrying one of Philemon’s daughters. 
How would you like for your daughter 
to marry such a person? Of course, One- 
simus is quite intelligent and his charac- 
ter is above reproach (except that he ran 
away), but it’s just the principle of the 
thing. 


Beatrix, to my dear cousin Daphne in 
Colosse. Greetings. 

Your letter regarding Philemon has 
distressed us, but we have similar troubles 


of our own here in Rome. We have just 
received the astounding news that a very 
dear friend of ours, a young officer in 
one of our Roman legions now serving in 
Briton, has actually married one of those 
uncivilized British women. Imagine! 
Rome is all a-dither with the news. A 
petition is being made to Caesar to put 
a stop to such things. The poor mother 
of the young officer is beside herself with 
grief. She feels that the family is utterly 
disgraced. But then, how would you feel 
if your son married one of these bar- 
barian women of an inferior race? 


London 


Sept. 5, 1785 
Dear Mary: 

Ever since Emilie left last month for 
America, people have been bringing the 
most awful reports of that wild uncul- 
tured country. It is said that the people 
of America boast of their country as “the 
melting pot of nations.” Mongreliza- 
tion, I would call it! We hear that 
Englishmen and Italians, Frenchmen and 
Greeks, Austrians and what-not mix and 
mingle together as equals. Imagine! 
When they rebelled, you remember they 
sent to our good King George that im- 
pudent paper declaring that “all men are 
created equal.” Who ever heard of such 
a thing? Oh, what will become of our 
poor Emilie? How would you like for 
your daughter to go walking with and 
maybe even marry a greasy Italian or an 
uncouth Greek? Answer soon. 

SoPHIE. 
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EDITORIAL 


From Geneva: Hope 


It was unjustified if the hopes of people 
were too high in connection with the 
recent “summit” talks in Geneva by the 
heads of the Four Powers. It was not 
designed that the conference should do 
more than bring these men together brief- 
ly for a passing look at some of the major 
problems which confront the world. 

Therefore, as Christians united in 
prayer before the event and followed it 
with deep concern during the significant 
week, we should be profoundly grateful 
for what did occur. While no issue was 
resolved, it is possible that the greatest 
hurdle was passed and that with the will- 
ingness to sit together in mutual concern 
to discuss the basic problems we can be 
encouraged to hope for an extension of 
that spirit rather than what we have 
known for ten years. 

To be sure, it will continue to be nec- 
essary for Soviet leaders to prove to much 
of the world their sincere desire for peace- 
ful efforts, but in the sort of climate which 
was initiated in Geneva, we should be 
hopeful as long as we can. 

If any major area of the world has 
come to be assured of America’s peaceful 
intentions and good faith efforts on behalf 
of mankind, we should, again, be thank- 
ful. 





Baptists and Cooperation 

The recent meeting of the Baptist World 
Alliance in London sounded a challenge 
to the various members of the Baptist 
family to a “full realization that we are 
part of Christ’s Body and therefore one 
with all who are in fellowship with him 
as Lord and Savior.” 

In its message, urging greater coopera- 
tion with Christians of other churches, 
the Alliance expressed the spirit which 
marks Baptist groups across most of the 


world. In missionary and ecumenical 
movements practically all the Baptist 
bodies cooperate except Southern Bap- 
tists in the U.S.A. This is a considerable 
exception since that body alone has nearly 
half of all the Baptists in the world— 
the Baptist world population, though 
growing rapidly, is only about 20,000,- 
000, while the Baptist membership in the 
USA is 18,448,621. 

In line with this fine encouragement 
to cooperation was the Alliance’s choice 
of its president—Thecdcre F. Adams who 
is widely known and recognized not only 
by Southern Baptists but by Northern 
Baptists as well, in addition to others 
in many denominations. Dr. Adams 
personifies cooperation and goodwill. He 
will help to make the challenge of the 
Alliance take on flesh and blood for he 
has already set a high standard along this 
line. 


Cheap Communication 

The enactment into law of the low 
rate for the mailing of church bulletins 
and congregational papers gives a decided 
advantage to churches. (See page 10). 
Heretofore it has been required, if 
churches were to adhere to the law, that 
subscription lists be kept and pledge 
cards be signed designating a specific 
amount to be applied to pay for a paper 
that might be mailed by Second Class 
permit and at the low postal rate. 

Now the rate of 1'%4¢ per pound or 
1/8¢ per paper is allowed churches with- 
out all these other arrangements. This 
means that for an insignificant amount, 
a congregational bulletin can be mailed 
to every member every week—with the 
proper form printed as required by postal 
authorities. It means that postal costs 
are practically nothing. 


Hymn Service 


In view of the unequalled service to 
Christian hymnody by the late Louis F. 
Benson, the Hymn Society of America 
(297 4th Ave., NYC 10) has produced 
a service commemorating the 100th anni- 
versay of the birth of Dr. Benson and is 
calling for churches to join this year in 
celebrating this anniversary. 

Ten cents will bring one copy of the 
service, including some of the Benson 
hymns: O splendor of God’s glory bright, 
O sing a song of Bethlehem, I name thy 
hallowed Name, O thou whose feet have 





CHINESE PRAYER 


Dear Saving Lord, make me 
a bamboo pipe that | may carry 
living waters to nourish the dry 
fields of my village. 

—From The World at One in Pray- 


er, edited by Daniel J. Fleming, Harper 
& Bros. 











climbed life’s hill, and The light of God 
is falling upon life’s common way. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Liquor Industry. “The American 
liquor industry is riddled with ex-boot- 
leggers and hoodlums.”—Drew PEar- 
SON. 

Murderers. “There are many kinds of 
murderers. Those who kill a man at a 
street corner are in danger of the guillo- 
tine. The distillers escape the risk, but 
they have our contempt and will have the 
punishment of God.”—Minister of Pub- 
lic Health of France in Chamber of Dep- 
uties, quoted in Christian Century. 








Lawyers. Many readers of this col- 
umn will share our concern over the enor- 
mous growth of the executive department 
of our government The Hoover Report 
mentions six agencies of the executive 
branch employing 5,300 lawyers. Being 
a lawyer, I cannot object too strongly to 
jobs for lawyers, but it does seem that the 
executive branch should get enough legal 
advice from 5,300 lawyers. This figure, 
incidentally, does not include 4,400 at- 
torneys, civilian and military, employed 
by the Department of Defense. The aver- 
age taxpayer will hope that the executive 
branch will get enough legal advice from 
8,700 lawyers. 


Not All Saints. Chevy Chase Pres- 
byterian Church and All Souls Episcopal 
Church are directly opposite each other 
at Chevy Chase Circle. A package for 
the Presbyterian Church was erroneously 
delivered to the Episcopal Church. When 
finally received by the Presbyterian 
Church it contained a correction in heavy 
pencil as follows: “CHEvy CHASE PREs- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH NOT ALL SAINTs.” 
In Presbyterian circles the question is 
being debated whether this was an Epis- 
copalian reflection on the quality of Pres- 
byterian discipleship. 


Hot Church. This is written in a 
very uncomfortable church, with the tem- 
perature sizzling outside. Worshippers 
are uncomfortable and perspiring, and 
many are plying fans desperately. The- 
atres and stores are air-conditioned, but 
in places of worship people must suffer 
from the heat. All of which proves that 
we do not love the church enough, for if 
we did, this condition would not be tol- 
erated. 


Program y. Budget. Dr. John T. 
Peters, able Secretary of Promotion for 
the U.S.A. Church, reminds us that while 
people are difficult to “sell” on a budget, 
they would usually respond eagerly to a 
good program. Program should come be- 
fore budget. Too often the mistake is 
made of stressing budget instead of pro- 
gram. 


Washington, D. C. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The Pharisee . . . prayed: God, I 
thank thee that I am not like other men.” 
—Luke 18:11. 


OW can a provincial church keep 

from being provincial? That is, 
how can a Christian church which is 
geographically and culturally isolated 
keep from being spiritually isolated as 
well? This is one of the major per- 
manent problems of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, which has recently made 
it plain that it has no intention of becom- 
ing part of a national Presbyterian de- 
nomination. (It had half a mind to— 
but that is hardly enough for a union.) 
The Southern Church, or more correctly 
the Southeastern Church, cannot carry 
through any movement for union without 
the support of three-fourths of its presby- 
teries. Considering where the presby- 
teries are that voted Union down, and 
how many they are, and what they are 
like, is there any likelihood that in the 
lifetime—not of the readers of this page, 
of course, but of their children or grand- 
children—as many as twenty of the pres- 
byteries that voted against Union will 
change their mind? 

The church of forty-odd years ago, 
which in 1914 made that 3% rule, which 
itself can never be changed except by 
a 34 vote, settled pretty conclusively the 
future of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 

Settled it geographically, that is to say. 
Is it settled spiritually?—that is the 
question. Geographers tell us that the 
southeastern region of the nation is the 
least well-ventilated of any in the U.S.A. 
Up until recently the Atlanta Sears-Roe- 
buck catalogue was the only one put out 
by that firm which advertised no wind- 
mills. Southeastern farmers seldom buy 
them. 

The winds of God are blowing across 
other churches. Can we feel them? Must 
we remain in windless calm of the spirit, 
punctuated only by tornadoes, because we 
are confined to the windless region of 
the land? 

We have long had before us the sight 
of an Eastern Orthodox Church, a very 
impressive mass of professing Christians. 
It is convinced that it alone is the true 
church. It will meet with other churches 
under the same roof, but feels resentment 
when those other churches carry on evan- 
gelistic work in its territory. It is keenly 
interested in church union—on its own 
terms. It is conservative in doctrine, 
like our church, preserving intact, so far 
as possible, the insights of the eighth cen- 
tury much as we preserve those of the 
seventeenth. The rest of the Christian 
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world regards this church with charity but 
without much enthusiasm. Only a few 
radicals deny it the name of Christian, 
but very few are imitating it. 


HALL we become a Southeastern Or- 

thodox Church? Will it come to 
pass that we shall be viewed with more 
tolerance than enthusiasm? Will eccle- 
siastical antiquarians treasure us as liv- 
ing survivors of a lost century? It is 
possible, it is likely; but let us hope not 
inevitable. Our geographical isolation 
is practically certain; but moral and spir- 
itual isolation, far less so. There are 
ways by which the Southern Presbyterian 
Church can avoid the oddities and eccen- 
tricities, the fears and the conceits, that 
beset individuals and churches who must 
live alone. 


For one thing, we do not quite live 
alone—far from it. Too many high- 
ways, railways, airways, networks of com- 
munication, cross our land, for us to be 
quite isolated. There will be always 
among us a large number of persons who 
were exposed to other than Southern 
Presbyterian influences when young. 
There will always be a healthy sprinkling 
of imported skeptics in our midst who 
cannot quite see our reasons for remaining 
aloof, and who will smile when told how 
Absolutely Right We Are. Besides, all 
the other major churches around us are 
national, not sectional, or rapidly becom- 
ing so. Even the Southern Baptists, to 
judge from current developments, are 
spreading out too far to think of them- 
selves as sectional much longer. To stay 
simon-pure, we shall have to avoid con- 
tacts locally with all important denomin- 
ations; and this is not likely to happen. 


For another thing, a large proportion 
of our ministers will be aware, concretely, 
of the Church Universal, and will main- 
tain active contact with it. They will 
read books originating in other churches, 
they will attend schools and conferences 
outside our bounds, our colleges and sem- 
inaries will continue from time to time 
to invite speakers who are not Southern 
or any other variety of Presbyterian. 
We shall continue, God willing, to re- 
main in the National and World Coun- 
cils. One conclusion to be drawn from 
the interesting fact that many more min- 
isters favored union than did laymen, 
is that the very men who best know our 
church and others were the least afraid 
of more intimate contacts. It is only in 
the more remote sections that strangers 
are feared; and the Southern Presbyterian 
minister is no longer an ecclesiastical 
Dog-patcher . 


We are also less liable to total isola- 
tion than we would be if we had the tight 
hierarchy that afflicts some isolated 
churches. So long as we have a demo- 
cratic type of organization, with freedom 
for visiting, for reading and discussion, 
so long as our members are not told (as 
they are in some communions) that it is 
a sin even to pray with other brands of 
Christians; so long as our synods and 
youth conferences are free to carry on 
joint meetings with corresponding groups 
in other denominations, so long as we 
lack a hierarchy with power to make up 
an Index of forbidden books or a Black- 
list of forbidden preachers, we shall be 
able to maintain, at least on our grow- 
ing edges, some vital contacts with other 
parts of God’s Kingdom. 


URTHERMORE and most impor- 
tant, we shall be able to think of 
ourselves as Christians first and Presby- 
terians second, so long as we keep as our 
First Authority the Word of God. A 
minister who had had extensive contacts 
with both communism and Roman Ca- 
tholicism, and was anything but in love 
with either, was asked by the writer which 
he thought the more dangerous tyranny. 
He reflected for a moment and answered 
decisively: “Communism; for it tries 
to destroy the Bible. So long as any 
church preserves the Bible it carries with 
it the seeds of its own reformation.” 
Our creeds and our crotchets may sep- 
arate us from our real brothers; but the 
Bible will still unite us. 
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Visiting Russian Farmers 
Attend Church Service 


JerFEeRSON, Ia. (RNS)—Six members 
of the 12-man Soviet agricultural delega- 
tion visiting Iowa attend a Sunday 
morning service at the Presbyterian 
church here. 

The group heard the Rev. Henry Noed- 
ing say: 

“May you feel at home in Iowa. As 
you look at the churches, fields, homes and 
people, may you carry home a feeling of 
friendliness. And may your people greet 
our Iowa people wherever they meet. God 
bless you.” 

The Russians watched each part of the 
service as closely as though it were an- 
other agricultural demonstration. A time 
or two a couple of them stifled yawns but 
their faces brightened at the stirring pro- 
cessional, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 


Somebody Was Watching! 


They threw back their heads as though 
to catch its marching rhythm better. The 
men had hymnals, but gave up trying to 
follow toward the end. Several of the 
Russians put money in the collection 
box. 

The Russians rose with the congrega- 
tion for various parts of the service but 
did not bow their heads for the prayer or 
the benediction. 

Petr Babmindra, director of a 115,000- 
acre Soviet State farm, and Aleksandr 
Tulupnikov, director of the Soviet Re- 
search Institute of Agricultural Econo- 
omics, leaned forward slightly and smiled 
in friendly fashion when six-months-old 
Kathleen O’Neal wailed slightly during 
her baptism. 

Mr. Noeding said he did not change his 
sermon after learning the visiting farm- 
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RUSSIAN FARMERS IN CHURCH—Four of the six Rus- a hymn. 
sian farmers who attended the Presbyterian Church in 
Jefferson, lowa, are shown above during the singing of 


ers were to be church guests. He gave the 
Russians no special attention. 

The pastor told of ways in which “Life 
Can Be Beautiful.” For one thing, he 
praised the American love of physical 
development, speaking of their interest 
in athletics and how the farmer delights 
in his long hours of summer work. How- 
ever, Mr. Noeding criticized people who 
use physical power to subdue others or 
for personal gain. 

Two of the six Russians understand 
English. The other four listened to trans- 
lators who sat beside them. 

Mr. Tulupnikov, one of the Russians 
who understands English, said, ‘I think 
the songs were very lovely. It gave you 
a good feeling. ‘There was good in the 
pastor’s meaning.” 

The Russian farmer decried making 
religion an issue between peoples. He 
said a person’s religion or lack of it 
should not be a criterion for friendship 
or understanding. 

“One should not be disqualified on 
that ground. One has full right to pro- 
fess any religion,” he said. 

The six men were weekend guests in 
homes at Jefferson. They had not ex- 
pected to attend church and said they 
were not church-going people. However, 
the men agreed with some willingness to 
go to church if they could be together 
rather than go to various churches, as the 
local committee had planned tentatively. 
They Were Quizzed 

Earlier, at Waterloo, Ia., Mr. Tulup- 
nikov was quizzed on his religious feel- 
ings by three women during a luncheon 
in that city. The subject was brought up 


They are second and fourth from left, and 
second and third from the right aisle —RNS Photo. 


by Mrs. Ralph Funderlin, Mrs. Ralph 
Mitchell and Harriet Brown. 

They asked: “Do you believe in God ?” 

Mr. Tulupnikov remained silent. The 
women then asked if he had ‘any be- 
lief.” 

“My religion is to be honest and to 
do my duty to the fatherland,” Mr. Tu- 
lupnikov replied, “to be useful to myself 
and others, and to raise the standard of 
living of our people.” 

When prayers were offered at a lunch 
at the George Hora farm near Washing- 
ton, Ia., one of the delegates remarked: 
“The Russian people say grace only in 
the evenings and on Sunday.” 

Nikolai Bogach, director of a Russian 
tractor station, told a reporter that “the 
Almighty has been good to Iowa” by 
providing rich soil and plentiful rain. 


Churches Get Low Rate to 
Mail Weekly Bulletins 


WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—President 
Eisenhower signed legislation allowing 
churches and religious organizations to 
enter their publications as second class 
mail without having to maintain separate 
subscription and membership lists. 

Under a previous law, church organi- 
zations were required to obtain a signed 
statement from their members that a part 
of their contributions should be regarded 
as a subscription to the periodical. 

Scientific and fraternal organizations 
have for many years been able to send 
their publications to members upon a 
simple resolution of their boards of di- 
rectors. However, this privilege was not 
extended to churches since they do not 
generally collect specific membership 
dues or fees. 

At hearings before the House Post Of- 
fice Committee, it was pointed out that 
many churches have been inadvertently 
violating the law, unaware of the tech- 
nical requirement. 

The new law will particularly benefit 
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SUCCEEDS SARAH CHAKKO—A new pres- 
ident of Isabella Thoburn College in Luck- 
now, India, has been named. She is Miss 
(Ph.D.) Evangeline Muthammah Thillayam- 
palam (above), who succeeds the late, famed 
Sarah Chakko, a president of the World 
Council of Churches who died last year. ‘’Dr. 
Tilly,’’ as the new president is called by stu- 
dents, is a recognized scholar in the field of 
biology. She has been serving as president 
of Lady Doak College in Madura. Isabella 
Thoburn College is supperted, among other 
___churches, by the Presbyterian, USA. _ 
churches which maintain parish bulletins. 
Such bulletins can now be entered as 
second class matter, mailable at one and 
one-half cents a pound or one-eighth cent 
apiece, by resolution of the governing 
board of a church that all persons carried 
on the membership rolls shall receive the 
parish paper. 

The privilege will also be open to dio- 
cesan and denominational papers al- 
though most of these operate on the basis 
of specific subscription lists. 


House Votes to Increase 
Salary of its Chaplain 


WasHINcTON, D. C. (RNS)—An in- 
crease in the salary of its chaplain from 
$4,515.00 a year to $7,447.00 was voted 
by the House. 

The House Administration Commit- 
tee, in recomending the raise, pointed out 
that the office of chaplain is now con- 
sidered a full-time post. It is presently 
occupied by Bernard Braskamp, a retired 
Presbyterian minister. 

The Senate is considering similar ac- 
tion on the salary of its chaplain, Fred- 
erick Brown Harris, who also is giving 
full time to the position since retiring 
from the pulpit of Foundry Methodist 
church here June 1. 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
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jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nursery school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 
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ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Donald G. Miller and James E. Bear, Union Seminary (Va.) professors, 
and Walter B. Baldwin, missionary to Japan. 


LITTLE ATTENTION TO MARY 


Why do we Protestants pay so little 
attention to Mary and Joseph? 


MILLER: That is simply answered: 
Because we pay so much attention to 
Jesus! Mary was the instrument in the 
hand of God for bringing the Son of 
God into the world, but she was a sinful 
woman the same as others, and Jesus 
himself said he bore no peculiar relation- 
ship to her that he does not bear to any- 
one else; for he said, “Who is my mother, 
my sister and my brother?” He an- 
swered: “He that doeth the will of my 
Father who is in Heaven.” Hence, we 
are interested in Mary as we are in any 
of the other great worthies of the past, 
but we are so interested in her Son that 





NO GREATER privi- 


lege exists than that of serving 
God through the example of 
leadership. Share with us the 
privilege of training our youth 
for service and _ leadership. 
Make your contribution, large 
or small, to Stillman College, 


P.O. Drawer 483, an act of wor- 


ship, an act of LOVE. 








we can’t show the interest in Mary that 
some others do. 


“QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT” 
In I Thess. 5:19 what is meant by 
“quench not the spirit” ? 


Bear: The statement, “Quench not 
the spirit,” should probably be taken with 
the next verse, I Thess. 5:20, “Despise 
not prophesying.” If these two are to 
be taken together then the inference would 
be that the injunction meant Christians 
should not hastily suppress someone 
through whom the Spirit might be speak- 
ing. We know from I Corinthians 14 
that the early church had a very free 
order of service. Each one who had some 
contribution to make was to make it, 
whether it was a psalm or a hymn or a 
prayer or an interpretation, and Paul’s 
advice there was “Let everything be done 
for edifying and everything be done in 
order.” There was the possibility that 
the church might suppress some new 
spokesman or one through whom the 
Spirit was presenting some new applica- 
tion of the truth. That man, too, was 
to be heard. ‘Prove all things, hold fast 
to that which is good” (1 Thess. 4:21). 

MopDERATOR: So we need to be alert 
to the possibility that God is trying to get 
through to us in what seems to us to be 
some very unlikely way or person. 

Bear: God has new understandings of 
the truth for us and he does not always 
confine his messengers to those whom the 
world regards as the authorized messen- 
gers of God. 

BALDWIN: Is it true that prophesying 
in the New Testament was not just fore- 
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telling the future, but included the whole 
proclamation of the truth? 

Bear: The normal use of the word 
prophesying in the New Testament is “to 
preach,” as we would say today, to speak 
for God and not just speak about the 
future. God did give information about 
the future, but preaching is a better gen- 
eral translation of the word, I believe. 

BALDWIN: And yet we do have cases 
like that of Agabus (Acts 11:27-30) who 
prophesied the coming famine in Jeru- 
salem which led the church to action to 
relieve it? 

Bear: Yes, God undoubtedly at times 
tells his people about the future. At 
least, the Bible records such instances. 
The only thing against which we must 
guard is the limiting of the biblical use 
of the word “prophesy” to predict. It 
usually means “‘to preach.” 

MopeEraTorR: I suppose we should un- 
derstand from this admonition that all 
of us are to keep our eyes and hearts 
open so as to be receptive to any message 
God has for us. It may also be well for 
us to recall that many times in history 
God’s people have not been willing to 
hear his word to them because it was 
brought to them by prophets or messen- 
gers who were not in the pattern of their 
times. 


Exchange Preachers Are 
Amazed at Activity Here 

New York (rRNs)—Five British cler- 
gymen who are now in this country as 
exchange preachers said here they were 
amazed at the “tremendous activity” of 
American churchgoers. 

The ministers were guests of honor at 
a luncheon sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches’ department of ecu- 
menical relations. 

Henry C. Snate, Anglican vicar of 
Whalley, Blackburn, Lancashire, said the 
British group had been impressed by 
“the great number of people who go to 
church, the distances they will travel and 
the lengths they will go to attend church, 
and the great amount of activity laymen 
undertake in the church.” 
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HOPE FOR THE EXILES 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for August 21, 1955 
Isaiah 55 


The 55th chapter of Isaiah, assigned 
for our present study, is one of the most 
beautiful passages in all of literature. 
The opening words “have sung their way 
down the centuries and found place in 
Christian liturgies and in Christian lec- 
tionaries.” The melody of the whole 
chapter is exquisite. The beauty of its 
expression is matched, moreover, by its 
deep and solemn import, one of the most 
earnest presentations of the gospel invita- 
tion to be found in Scripture. 

The author was probably a disciple of 
the great prophet Isaiah, sometimes term- 
ed the second Isaiah, a prophet who wrote 
a century after Isaiah himself had fin- 
ished his labors, and after the Jews had 
languished for many years in exile. His 
message begins with the stirring words, 
“Comfort, comfort my people .. .” 
(40:1), includes the famous description 
of the suffering Messiah (chapter 53), 
and closes with the chapter which we now 
study. Whatever his true name, the au- 
thor is the most evangelical of all the 
prophets. 

To appreciate the significance of the 
message we must recall the situation of 
the pecple to whom it was addressed. As 
Professor Robert W. Rogers writes in 
Abingdon Bible Commentary: 


“The people had gone into exile with 
many heartburnings and with sharp cries 
against their captors, of which Psalm 137 
is a reminder. Then Jeremiah (Chapters 
29f) wrote them an urgent letter desiring 
them to accept the situation as God-given 
national punishment, to be reconciled to 
the Babylonians and pray for their peace, 
to give themselves diligently to the or- 
dinary business of life, and there win 
prosperity until God should will otherwise 
for them. Some accepted his advice and 
applied it with too great energy. The 
Hebrews had a gift for religion, perhaps 
never completely paralleled among any 
other people. But the rudimentary possi- 
bilities of other kinds were in them, and 
in Babylonia these came very strongly 
to the fore. They developed immense 
capacities for business and many rose to 
great heights of wealth and power. (George 
Adam Smith reminds us that Babylon was 
the center of the world’s trade, and that 
it was in Babylon that the Jews first 
formed those mercantile habits which 
have become next to religion, or in place 
of religion, their national character.) Of 
these, few retained the old religion fire. 
We need only to look around us—nay even 
into our own hearts—to see how readily do 
religious emotions die when religious 
practices are abandoned even temporarily. 
In Babylonia there were no Jewish temple 
services, and great were the efforts of the 
prophets like Ezekiel and the Second Isa- 
iah to keep faith alive. To those who were 
absorbed in successful business in Baby- 
lonia are these words addressed, calling 
them back to God and to religious thought 
and meditation.” 
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The temptation faced by the Jews in 
Babylon is a universal temptation— the 
temptation to become absorbed in the 
quest for material goods and to pursue 
ends that are purely secular, to the neglect 
and impoverishment of our souls. The 
invitation of Isaiah accordingly is an 
invitation that will never cease to find 
a response in the human heart. We have: 


Il. The Invitation, 1-2 

The invitation is extended to everyone 
who thirsts. The prophet is speaking 
figuratively, of course, primarily to those 
who were weary of the exile, dissatisfied 
with the material prosperity offered by 
Babylonia, but also to those, through all 
time, who are conscious of needs deeper 
than those supplied by the world. 

It is an invitation to eat and drink, 
to drink refreshing draughts of water 
that quenches one’s thirst as nothing else, 
to drink wine and milk, that satisfy 
one’s taste. It is spiritual refreshment 
that he has in mind, just as later Jesus 
speaks of the bread of life, and the water, 
of which if a man drink he shall never 
thirst (Jn: 4:14). 

It is an inviation that is free. In 
Oriental cities water-sellers peddled their 
products in the streets; access to a well 
had often to be paid for. But the satis- 
factions of the religious life are offered 
freely, without money and without price. 
It is, in fact, a satisfaction which money 
cannot buy, which can be accepted only 
as the gracious gift of God. 

It is an invitation that satisfies the 
deepest needs of the soul, needs which 
nothing else can ever satisfy. As Au- 
gustine later put it: “Thou hast made us 
for thyself, O God, and cur souls cannot 
rest until they find their rest in thee.” 
Secular interests provide satisfaction, of 
course, but not this satisfaction, not last- 
ing satisfaction, not satisfaction for the 
deepest needs of the soul., 

‘Why do vou spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which does not satisfy?” the 
prophet wonders. In many cases it is 
because the one who thus squanders his 
money and efforts is not aware of the 
deeper satisfactions which are available 
to him. The evangelist earnestly in- 
vites his attention: ‘Hearken diligently 
to me and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in fatness (counted bv the 
Israelites as the choicest part of the 
meat). In other words, give over vour 
mad race for money, spent for those 
things which can never satisfy the deep- 
est cravings of the human heart. Take, 
instead, what God freely offers, without 


money and without price. ‘Nowhere else 
in all the Old Testament,” says Profes- 
sor Rogers, “‘is the gospel invitation more 
wonderfully foreshadowed than in these 
words of the prophet.” There is, how- 
ever, 


ll. A Condition, 3-5 


“Incline your ear and come to me; 
hear, that your soul may live.” The 
condition imposed is simply the consent 
and submission of the heart to the divine 
will. There are no barriers between God 
and men, except those which men them- 
selves erect. And those barriers men 
themselves can remove. If they will only 
come they will find that God on his part 
is ever ready to impart a new life and 
to make with them an everlasting cove- 
nant, the same mercies or lovingkindness 
promised long before to David (II Sam- 
uel 7:8-16). Isaiah gives us further 
glimpses of this covenant in 42:6-7; 
49:8-9; and 61:8. Jeremiah, a contem- 
porary, gives us a parallel picture in 
51:31-33. 

One effect of the New Covenant is 
described in vss. 4-5 and is suggested by 
the mention of David. In his day David 
was a great leader and a successful com- 
mander. His successes gave him a po- 
sition which made his religion known in 
the world and thus he witnessed for the 
Lord. Israel shall similarly so testify 
that the nations shall turn to the only 
true God—‘Behold you shall call nations 
that you know not... .” The original 
covenant guaranteed an endless dominion 
to the family of David and was generally 
understood as political dominion: In 
Isaiah the promise assumes a spiritual 
character and becomes a universal reign 
under the Messiah, described in chapter 
53 as one who would be wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our in- 
iquities, and here, as the Holy One of 
Israel. 


Ill. The Call to Repentance, 6-7 


But before Israel or the nations can 
enjoy the blessings of God or of the Holy 
One whom he shall send, there must be 
repentance. So there comes the call, 
“Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he near.” God is 
infinitely far and yet so intimately near; 
one who is high and lifted up and yet 
not far from any one of us, for in him we 
live and move and have our being. But 
God does not force himself upon the 
human soul; we must seek him while he 
may be found, and call upon him while 
he is near. But we do not seek him 
sincerely, we do not call upon him with 
any hope of success, unless we are ready 
to forsake the old sinful ways and the 
old sinful thoughts. 

And yet the sinner need not fear that 
God will be harsh to him on his return. 
The prophet assures him that the Lord 
will have mercy and that he will abun- 
dantly pardon. If only a man will change 
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his life and seek the Lord, he will, with- 
out question or hesitation, graciously 
forgive. 


IV. The Ground of Confidence, 8-13 


The ground for confidence that God 
will really do as the prophet promises is 
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that he is a God far above all the weak- 
ness of men. His thoughts are not like 
man’s, but transcend them in every way. 
His will for men is for redemption, his 
purposes cannot be compared with man’s. 
“For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 
As Dr. Skinner comments: 


“The point of the contrast is not the 
moral quality of the divine thoughts as 
opposed to those of the ‘wicked’; the 
thoughts and ways of Jehovah are his 
purposes of redemption, which are too 
vast and sublime to be measured by the 
narrow conceptions of despairing minds 
(cf. Jer. 29:11). The verses, therefore, 
furnish a motive for repentance, but also 
for eager and expectant hope.” 


These verses were especially addressed 
to those Israelities who were incredulous 
as to the possibility of restoration to their 
own land. But they have a far wider 
application and value, a rebuke to those 
who despair for themselves or for their 
nations, or who attempt to limit God’s 
redemptive plans by their own narrow 
molds. We have it in the words of the 
familiar hymn: 


“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 


For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 


But we make his love too narrow, 
By false limits of our own. 

And we magnify his strictness 
With a zeal he will not own. 


If our love were but more simple, 
We should take him at his word; 

And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord. 


Our confidence is grounded not only 
in God’s nature, but also in God’s word 
—it cannot return to him void. God has 
given it an energy of its own, as he has 
to rain and snow, and it will fulfill its 
purpose as they do theirs. As Wilbur 
M. Smith once wrote: 


“The human heart is made for the Word 
of God as the earth is made for rain: 
when rain falls upon the earth, flowers, 
fruits, cereals begin to grow; and when 
the word of God calls upon a human heart 
that will receive it, all the virtues which 
God originally intended should adorn 
human life begin to bloom. Without rain 
the earth does not yield her increase, and 
man has nothing to harvest by which ul- 
timately his body is to be fed. Without 
the word of God in the hearts of men one 
cannot expect to see blossoming forth 
honesty, righteousness, sobriety, kindness, 
tenderness, joy, peace and love. Culture, 
education, travel, a noted ancestry, money, 
a beautiful home, lovely clothes, an attrac- 
tive personality will never prove an ade- 
quate substitute for the word of God. Man 
was made for God’s truth, and without it 
his life is never full, his heart is never at 
rest, his soul is never cleansed, his way 


is never one of light and beauty. On the 
other hand, wherever the Word of God 
goes, it goes with power.” 

Jesus carries on the thought in his 
parables of the Kingdom. The Kingdom 
comes through the sowing of the word 
in the hearts of men. Some deny it en- 
trance, some give it only a superficial 
reception, some allow the fruit to be 
checked by the cares of this world, the 
deceitfulness of riches, and by the lust 
of other things, but there are some who 
allow it to bear rich fruit, thirty, sixty, 
or even a hundred-fold. The Word, once 
it takes its root in the life of the indi- 
vidual or in society, bears its fruit— 
first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear; its influence will 
spread finally through all the earth (Mk. 
4:1-34). 

Verses 12-13 of Isaiah 55 describe the 
joyful exodus from Babylon in beautiful 
and glowing, but poetical imagery. 

“Jehovah will come, take his people out 
with joy and peace, not as they came out 
of Egypt, but in glory and honor. Even 
the natural world shall know the import 
and celebrate its occurrence. The moun- 
tains so solid, so stolid as their want has 
been, will unite with the hills in singing, 
while the trees clap their hands.” 

The wild wilderness growth, the thorn 
and the brier, will be transformed into 
beautiful evergreens and will continue to 
grow in the desert after Israel has passed 
by on the way to its former home, an 
everlasting sign of God’s providence and 
mercy. The reference here is to the re- 
turn from the exile, but there is eternal 
truth enshrined. God’s word which alone 
can satisfy the hunger of the individual 
will also in the end transform the world 
in which man lives and make it a thing 
of beauty and joy forever. That is the 
closing picture of this great unknown 
prophet of the exile, as it is also the 
closing picture of the writer of Revela- 
tion: “Then I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away... ” (Rev. 
att}. 


For Further Consideration 


Is America in particular need of the 
message that we have studied? Are men 
tempted today to spend their money for 
that which is not bread and their labor 
for that which brings no ultimate satis- 
faction. How? What are some of the 
things that money cannot buy. What is 
it that the gospel alone can offer? Are 
men ever satisfied with the things of the 
world? Is there ever a time when God 
cannot be found? Why is it that some 
who seek apparently fail to find? What 
thoughts, what ways, do we as individ- 
uals and as a nation need to abandon if 
we are to secure God’s blessings for our- 
selves or for our world? How does Isa- 
iah’s gospel compare with the gospel of 
Christ ? 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


AMONG the interesting book club selec- 
tions scheduled for coming weeks are 
the following: 

Book Find Club (August): Captain 
Dreyfus, Nicholas Halasz, Simon and 
Schuster. 

Book of the Month (September) : Mar- 
jorie Morningstar, Herman Wouk, Dou- 
bleday. Alternate: Tiger of the Snows, 
Tenzing with J. R. Ullman. Putnam. 
Dividend: The Oxford Book of Quota- 
tions, 2nd edition, Oxford. 

Family Reading Club (October) : Arc- 
tic Doctor, Dr. Jos. Moody, Dodd, Mead. 

Pastoral Psychology (August) : Should 
the Patient Know the Truth? edited by 
Saml. Standard and Helmuth Nathan. 
September: The Sane Society, Eric 
Fromm, Rinehart. Dividend: Seduction 
of the Innocent, Frederic Wertham. Rine- 
hart. 

Pulpit (September): Living Faith, 
Lloyd C. Douglas. Houghton Mifflin. 
Dividend: A Treasury of Hymns, edited 
by Leiper and Simon. Simon and Shus- 
ter. 

Religious (August): Rediscovery of 
the Bible, Wm. Neill. Harpers. Sep- 
tember: The Protestant Tradition, J. S. 
Whale. Cambridge. Bonus: Schaff-Her- 
zog’s New Twentieth Century Encvlo- 
pedia of Religious Knowledge, Baker 
Book House. 





* * X* 


An Important Series 


The World Christian Books series (see 
cover) just making an appearance is an 
important contribution. Stephen Neill, 
the general editor, explains in each book: 
“Today it is not enough to believe; it is 
necessary also to understand.” 

Therefore, to help toward understand- 
ing fundamental Christian ideas, the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, in co- 
operation with other bodies, is providing 
brief, inexpensive books, clearly written 
by notable authors, primarily for use in 
the so-called younger churches—in mis- 
sion lands. However, students, and lay- 
men generally, will find these books just 
what they have been calling for. 

They are published by Association 
Press, New York, at $1.25 each, with 
from 90 to 100 pages in each volume. The 
first four are: 

THe CuristIAn’s Gop. By Stephen C. 
Neill. He shows how the God of the 





Christians differs from those of Oriental 
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faiths and primitive peoples and he does 
it clearly and with evangelizing fervor. 

CHRISTIAN Givinc. By V. S. Azariah. 
Bishop Azariah helps to straighten out 
many of the puzzling situations which 
some Christians seem to face in this area. 
Although he deals specifically with giv- 
ing and attitudes toward money, he puts 
it in a larger context of stewardship of 
life. 

Mark’s WITNEsS TO JESUS CHRIST. 
By Eduard Lohse. An able German 
scholar helps the average reader to under- 
stand the earliest of the Gospels. Bishop 
Neill himself was the translator. 

CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENCE. By 
Charles Raven. It was an inevitable 
choice to have Dr. Raven deal with this 
difficult problem. He has pointed out 
the basic problems and illustrated the 
harmony of Christianity and modern 
science. Particularly to students this 
will be a helpful book. 


GOD’S WAY. By Harrison Ray Anderson. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
160 pp., $2.50. 

On May 9 THE OvTLOoK’s cover her- 
alded the publication of this book of ser- 
mons by one of the best known and loved 
American Presbyterians. Dr. Anderson 
is pastor of the Fourth church, Chicago. 

The bock is well titled for its 22 ser- 
mons are concerned with one thing: find- 
ing and following God’s way in every 
area and experience of life. In addition 
to sermons preached at Fourth church, 
Dr. Anderson has included the one 
preached in Washington in January, 
1952, when he was the Assembly’s Mod- 
erator. Another was preached during the 
manifestation of the McCarthy hysteria 
over much of the nation. It is called, 
“The Danger of the Demagogue.” There- 
fore there are sermons offering clear di- 
rection in the midst of time and for 
eternity. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Guide to the Religions of America. 
Edited by Leo Rosten. Simon & Schuster, 
N. Y. $1.00, paper. $3.50, cloth. 

The Christian Hope. Olof Olsson. Trans- 








lated by Emil G. Chinlund. Augustana 
Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 85 cents, 


paper. 
The Choirmaster’s Workbook—Volume 4. 
Edited by Dayton W. Nordin. Augustana 


Book Concern, Rock Island, II1. 2.50. 
Trlorice FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Foldin 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 
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A New Church for Old. Nelson R. Pear- 
son. Religious Publishing Co., Greenwich, 
Conn, 75 cents, paper. 

Planning for Our New Church. Nelson 
R. Pearson. Religious Publishing Co., 
zreenwich, Conn. 75 cents, paper. 

French for Home Study. Charles Duff. 
3arnes & Noble. Inc., N. Y. $1.75. paper. 

The Cross and the Eagle. Julius Berstl. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 

Gandhism and Communism. Ramswarup. 
Prachi Prakasham. 12, Chowringhee 
Square, Calcutta. 

Pattern of Things to Come. Dorothy 
McConnell. Friendship Press. N. Y. $1.50, 
cloth. 75 cents, paper. 

The Strangeness of the Church. Daniel 
Jenkins. Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $2.95. 

The Rediscovery of the Bible. William 
Neil. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $3.00. 

The Book of Acts in History. Henry J. 
Cadbury. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.75. 

Seek First the Kingdom. Mona Davis. 
Exposition Press, N. Y. $3.00. 

Faith Makes the Difference. Sarah Pol- 
lard Ware. Greenwich Book Publishers, 
N. Y. $2.50. 

The Spiritual Life. Evelyn Underhill. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $1.75. 

Conscience in the New Testament, C. A. 
Pierce. Alec R. Allenson. Inc., Chicago. 
$1.50, paper. 

The Quiet Revolution. Harold Lewack. 
Student League for Industrial Democracy, 
N. Y. 25 cents, paper. 

Prejudice and Your Child. Kenneth B. 
Clark. Beacon Press, Boston. $2.50. 
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RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion. Ten cents for each 
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dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Andrew R. Bird, pastor of the Church 
of the Pilgrims, Washington, D. C., since 
1911, has resigned effective Sept. 1. 

James V. Johnson, Jr., assistant pastor 
of the First church, Pensacola Fla., has 
accepted a call to the First church, 
Natchez, Miss., effective Sept. 1. 

George A. Nickles, has resigned as 
pastor of Westminster church, Charleston, 
S. C., in order to become executive sec- 
retary of Charleston Presbytery, Sept. 1. 
Dr. Nickles has served Westminster for 
35 years, his only church since ordination. 

O. W. Perrell from Lexington, Va., to 
Waxhaw, N. C. 

Luther L. Price from Sebring, Fla., to 
4503 S. Cameron Ave., Tampa 11, Fla., 
where he is assistant field director of 
the American Red Cross at McDill Field. 

J. Witherspoon Dunlap from Fountain 
City, Tenn., to Darlington, S. C., Sept. 1. 

Scott M. Poole from Siler City, N. C., to 
Box 682, Wendell, N. C. 

William B. Abbot, formerly of Berry- 
ville, Va., now in Huntingdon, Pa., expects 
to study in Zurich, Switzerland, during the 
coming year. 

Paul C. Dickenson from Westminster 
church, New Orleans, La., to Box 672, 
Athens, Ala., effective Aug. 24. 

Dale H. Ratliff from Pomeroy, 
2300 S. Surf Rd., Hollywood, Fla. 

Milton P. Brown, Jr., from Bardstown, 
Ky., to 2541 Chapel Hill Rd., Durham, 
N. C. He will be studying on a fellowship 
at Duke University and teaching the be- 
ginners’ course in New Testament Greek. 


CAMPING COUNSELOR 


Maurice D. Bone, who has been the 
Presbyterian, USA, associate director of 
youth work, has been made counselor in 
camping for the USA Board of Christian 
Education, with responsibility for co- 
ordinating the program of camping with 
juniors, junior highs, and families, as 
well as senior high conferences. He will 
also advise presbyteries and synods in 
regard to conference sites and property. 


DEATHS 

Mrs. Charles E. Diehl, wife of the 
retired president of Southwestern at 
Memphis, died in Memphis June 19. 








Ohio, 


DCEs 

Nacy Lu Hudson has resigned her work 
as Director of Christian Education in 
the First church, York, S. C. On August 
25 she and John M. Irvine, Jr., Union 
Seminary (Va.) senior, expect to be 
married. 


Faculty Fellowship 
Gets First Director 


New York (rRNS)—John W. Dixon, 
Jr. of Emory University, Oxford, Ga., 
has been named first executive director 
of the Faculty Christian Fellowship. He 
will take over the post here on Aug. 1 
under a two-year leave of absence from 
the university. 

The fellowship is a new agency of the 
National Council of Churches’ commis- 
sion on Christian higher education. It 
comprises some 600 independent groups 
of faculty and administrative staff mem- 
bers on university and college campuses 
across the country. 

Aim of the group is to help college 
faculty members “increase their under- 
standing of and commitment to the Chris- 
tian faith” and relate their faith to daily 
classroom teachings. 

Dr. Dixon’s office will be primarily a 


service unit. It will assist local groups 
to plan programs, provide them with 
study materials and aid in the formation 
of new chapters. 

Since 1952, Dr. Dixon has been an 
instructor in art history and the humani- 
ties at Emory University. 
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